Funeral readings
The first reading is chosen from the Old Testament (“A” readings)
The second reading is chosen from the New Testament ("B" readings)

The priest chooses the Gospel reading

First Readings
A-2 The Book of Wisdom

The souls of the just are in the hand of God, and no torment shall touch them. They seemed, in
the view of the foolish, to be dead; and their passing away was thought an affliction and their
going forth from us, utter destruction.

But they are in peace. For if before men, indeed, they be punished, yet is their hope full of
immortality;

Chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed, because God tried them and found them worthy
of himself. As gold in the furnace, he proved them, and as sacrificial offerings he took them to
himself. That Jesus died and rose, so too will God, through Jesus, bring with him those who
have fallen asleep.

Indeed, we tell you this, on the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the
coming of the Lord, will surely not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself,
with a word of command, with the voice of an archangel and with the trumpet of God, will come
down from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first.

Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet
the Lord in the air. Thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore, console one another with
these words.

Those who trust in him shall understand truth, and the faithful shall abide with him in love:

Because grace and mercy are with his holy ones, and his care is with the elect.



A-3 The Book of Wisdom ~ Chapter 4

The just man, though he die early, shall be at rest.

For the age that is honorable comes not with the passing of time, nor can it be measured in
terms of years. Rather, understanding is the hoary crown for men, and an unsullied life, the
attainment of old age. He who pleased God was loved; he who lived among sinners was
transported.

Having become perfect in a short while, he reached the fullness of a long career; for his soul
was pleasing to the LORD, therefore he sped him out of the midst of wickedness. But the people

saw and did not understand, nor did they take this into account.

A-4 The Book of the Prophet Isaiah ~ Chapter 25

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will provide for all peoples. On this mountain he will destroy
the veil that veils all peoples. The web that is woven over all nations; he will destroy death
forever.

The Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces; The reproach of his people he will remove
from the whole earth; for the Lord has spoken.

On that day it will be said: “Behold our God, to whom we looked to save us! This is the Lord for

whom we looked; let us rejoice and be glad that he has saved us!”

A-5 The Book of Wisdom ~ Chapter 1

God did not make death, nor does he rejoice in the destruction of the living. For he fashioned all
things that they might have being; and the creatures of the world are wholesome, And there is
not a destructive drug among them nor any domain of the nether world on earth,

For justice is undying. It was the wicked who with hands and words invited death, considered it
a friend, and pined for it, and made a covenant with it, Because they deserve to be in its

possession, For God formed man to be imperishable; the image of his own nature he made him.



A-6 The Book of the Prophet Isaiah ~ Chapter 41

Do not fear: | am with you; do not be anxious: | am your God. | will strengthen you, | will help you,
| will uphold you with my victorious right hand.

For I am the LORD, your God, who grasp your right hand; It is | who say to you. Do not fear. | will
help you. | have brushed away your offenses like a cloud, your sins like a mist; return to me, for |

have redeemed you.

A-7 The Book of the Prophet Isaiah ~ Chapter 65

See, | am creating new heavens and a new earth; The former things shall not be remembered
nor come to mind. Instead, shout for joy and be glad forever in what | am creating.

Indeed, | am creating Jerusalem to be a joy and its people to be a delight;

| will rejoice in Jerusalem and exult in my people. No longer shall the sound of weeping be
heard there, or the sound of crying; No longer shall there be in it an infant who lives but a few
days, nor anyone who does not live a full lifetime;

One who dies at a hundred years shall be considered a youth, and one who falls short of a

hundred shall be thought accursed.

A-8 The Book of Sirach ~ Chapter 6

A faithful friend is a sturdy shelter; he who finds one finds a treasure. A faithful friend is beyond
price, no sum can balance his worth. A faithful friend is a life-saving remedy, such as he who

fears God finds; For he who fears God behaves accordingly, and his friend will be like himself.

A-9 The Book of Sirach ~ Chapter 44

Now will | praise those godly men, our ancestors, each in his own time: Yet these also were
godly men whose virtues have not been forgotten; Their wealth remains in their families, their
heritage with their descendants;

Through God's covenant with them their family endures, their posterity, for their sake.

And for all time their progeny will endure, their glory will never be blotted out; Their bodies are
peacefully laid away, but their name lives on and on. At gatherings their wisdom is retold, and

the assembly proclaims their praise.



A-10 The Book of Ecclesiastes ~ Chapter 3

There is an appointed time for everything, and a time for every affair under the heavens.

A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to uproot the plant. A time to kill,
and a time to heal; a time to tear down, and a time to build. A time to weep, and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn, and a time to dance. A time to scatter stones, and a time to gather them; a time
to embrace, and a time to be far from embraces. A time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to
keep, and a time to cast away. A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to be silent, and a time
to speak. A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace.

He has made everything appropriate to its time, and has put the timeless into their hearts,
without men's ever discovering, from beginning to end, the work which God has done. There is
nothing better than to be glad and to do well during life. For every man, moreover, to eat and

drink and enjoy the fruit of all his labor is a gift of God. Whatever God does will endure forever.

A-11 - The Book of Lamentations — Chapter 3

The LORD’s acts of mercy are not exhausted, his compassion is not spent; They are renewed
each morning—great is your faithfulness!

The LORD is my portion, | tell myself, therefore | will hope in him. The LORD is good to those
who trust in him, to the one that seeks him. It is good to hope in silence for the LORD’s

deliverance.

A-12 - The Book of the Prophet Isaiah

No longer shall the sun be your light by day,

Nor the brightness of the moon shine

Upon you at night;

The LORD shall be your light forever,

your God will be your glory.

No longer shall your sun go down, or your moon withdraw;
For the LORD will be your light forever,

and your days of mourning shall be at an end.

First Readings — Easter Season

During Easter season, the time between Easter Sunday and Pentecost Sunday, the first reading

is taken from the New Testament ("AA" readings)



AA-1 Acts of the Apostles

Peter proceeded to speak, saying:

“In truth, | see that God shows no partiality.

Rather, in every nation whoever fears him and acts uprightly is acceptable to him.

You know the word that he sent to the children of Israel as he proclaimed peace through Jesus

Christ, who is Lord of all. He commissioned us to preach to the people and testify that he is the
one appointed by God as judge of the living and the dead. To him all the prophets bear witness,

that everyone who believes in him will receive forgiveness of sins through his name.”

AA-2 The Letter of St. James

Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the
precious fruit of the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains.

You too must be patient. Make your hearts firm, because the coming of the Lord is at hand. Do
not complain, brothers, about one another, that you may not be judged. Behold, the Judge is
standing before the gates. Take as an example of hardship and patience, brothers, the prophets

who spoke in the name of the Lord.

AA-3 The Book of Revelation ~ Chapter 21

I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth.

The former heaven and the former earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. | also saw
the holy city, a new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband.

| heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, God’s dwelling is with the human race. He
will dwell with them and they will be his people and God himself will always be with them as
their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there shall be no more death or mourning,
wailing or pain, for the old order has passed away.”

The One who sat on the throne said, “Behold, | make all things new.” | am the Alpha and the
Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty | will give a gift from the spring of life-giving

water. The victor will inherit these gifts, and | shall be his God, and he will be my son.”



AA-4 The Book of Revelation ~ Chapter 14

I, John, heard a voice from heaven say, “Write this:
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” “Yes,” said the Spirit, “let them find rest

from their labors, for their works accompany them.”

SECOND READINGS ~ New Testament
B-1 The Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans ~ Chapter 5

Brothers and sisters: Hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. For Christ, while we were still
helpless, died at the appointed time for the ungodly. Indeed, only with difficulty does one die for
a just person, though perhaps for a good person one might even find courage to die.

But God proves his love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us. How much
more then, since we are now justified by his Blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath.
Indeed, if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, how
much more, once reconciled, will we be saved by his life. Not only that, but we also boast of

God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

B-2 The Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans

Brothers and sisters: Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death?

We were indeed buried with him through baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live in newness of life.

If, then, we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him. We know that

Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more; death no longer has power over him.

B-3 The first Letter of Saint John ~ Chapter 3

Beloved: See what love the Father has bestowed on us that we may be called the children of
God. Yet so we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.
Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we shall be has not yet been revealed. We do know

that when it is revealed we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.



B-4 The Letter of St. Paul to the Romans ~ Chapter 8

Brothers and Sisters:

If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but handed him over
for us all, how will he not also give us everything else along with him?

Who will bring a charge against God's chosen ones? It is God who acquits us. Who will
condemn? It is Christ (Jesus) who died, rather, was raised, who also is at the right hand of God,
who indeed intercedes for us. What will separate us from the love of Christ? Will anguish, or
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or the sword?

No, in all these things we conquer overwhelmingly through him who loved us. For | am
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor present things, nor future
things, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature will be able to separate us from

the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

B-5 The second Letter of Saint Paul to Timothy

Beloved: | am already being poured out like a libation, and the time of my departure is at hand. |
have competed well; | have finished the race; | have kept the faith.
From now on the crown of righteousness awaits me, which the Lord, the just judge, will award to

me on that day, and not only to me, but to all who have longed for his appearance.

B-6 The Letter of St. Paul to the Romans ~ Chapter 14

Brothers and sisters:

No one lives for oneself, and no one dies for oneself.

For if we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord; so then, whether we live or
die, we are the Lord’s.

For this is why Christ died and came to life, that he might be Lord of both the dead and the

living.



B-7 The letter of St. Paul to the Colossians ~ Chapter 3

You are the people of God; he loved you and chose you for his own.

So then, you must clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and
patience. Be tolerant with one another and forgive one another whenever any of you has a
complaint against someone else. You must forgive one another just as the Lord has forgiven
you. And to all these qualities add love, which binds all things together in perfect unity.

The peace that Christ gives is to guide you in the decisions you make; for it is to this peace that
God has called you together in the one body. And be thankful.

Christ's message in all its richness must live in your hearts. Teach and instruct one another with
all wisdom. Sing psalms, hymns, and sacred songs; sing to God with thanksgiving in your
hearts. Everything you do or say, then, should be done in the name of the Lord Jesus, as you give
thanks through him to God the Father.

B-8 The second Letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians

Brothers and sisters:

Knowing that the One who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and place us with
you in his presence.

Everything indeed is for you, so that the grace bestowed in abundance on more and more people
may cause the thanksgiving to overflow for the glory of God.

Therefore, we are not discouraged; rather, although our outer self is wasting away, our inner self
is being renewed day by day.

For this momentary light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all
comparison, as we look not to what is seen but to what is unseen; for what is seen is transitory,
but what is unseen is eternal.

For we know that if our earthly dwelling, a tent, should be destroyed, we have a building from

God, a dwelling not made with hands, eternal in heaven.



B-9 The second Letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians

Brothers and sisters: We know that if our earthly dwelling, a tent, should be destroyed, we have
a building from God, a dwelling not made with hands, eternal in heaven.

We are always courageous, although we know that while we are at home in the body we are
away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yet we are courageous, and we would
rather leave the body and go home to the Lord.

Therefore, we aspire to please him, whether we are at home or away. For we must all appear
before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense, according to what he

did in the body, whether good or evil.

B-10 The first Letter of St. Paul to the Thessalonians

We do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, about those who have fallen asleep, so
that you may not grieve like the rest, who have no hope.

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose, so too will God, through Jesus, bring with him those
who have fallen asleep.

Indeed, we tell you this, on the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the
coming of the Lord, will surely not precede those who have fallen asleep.

For the Lord himself, with a word of command, with the voice of an archangel and with the
trumpet of God, will come down from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who
are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the

air. Thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore, console one another with these words.



B-11 The Letter of St. Paul to the Romans

So we are to use our different gifts in accordance with the grace that God has given to us.

If our gift is to speak God’s message, we should do it according to the faith we have.

If it is to serve, we should serve.

If it is to teach, we should teach.

If it is to encourage others, we should do so.

Whoever shares with others should do it generously; whoever has authority should work hard;
whoever shows kindness to others should do it cheerfully.

Love must be completely sincere; hate what is evil, hold on to what is good;

Love one another warmly as Christian brothers; and be eager to show respect for one another.
Work hard and do not be lazy. Serve the Lord with a heart full of devotion.

Let your hope keep you joyful, be patient in your troubles, and pray at all times.

Share your belongings with your needy fellow Christians, and open your homes to strangers.

B-12 The First Letter of St. John

Beloved, let us love one another, because love comes from God. Whoever loves is a child of God
and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.

And God showed his love for us be sending his only Son into the world, so that we might have
life through him.

This is what love is: it is not that we have loved God, but that he loves us and sent his Son to be
the means by which our sins are forgiven.

Beloved, if this is how God loved us, then we should love one another. No one has ever seen
God, but if we love one another, God lives in union with us, and his love is made perfect in us.



